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FINAL GRADE

/0

essay 3/final draft
GRADEMARK REPORT

GENERAL COMMENTS

Instructor

This would be an NC, Nancy, and it'd need a mandatory
rewrite by the end of the week (I'll revise the schedule
to give you till Th or Fri or Sat: please watch your
email).

The biggest problem is that you still aren't
understanding what a quotation is, which makes it
impossible for you to work adequately with sources like
these.  Please see my on-draft note on page two about
this, but also my note on page one about who's
*speaking* in the Malcolm X selection:  it's not Alex
Haley.
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Comment 1

Please don't use outside sources, Nancy.  I don't want to fail you for plagiarism, and using outside
sources almost guarantees you'll misuse them and leave yourself open to that fate . . .

Comment 2

learn?

Comment 3

"Despite" is never followed by a comma.  Ever.

Comment 4

who proved it?  please don't make hopelessly generalized statements about "self-education" for
everybody or whatever Gadamer was on about - discuss the subject at hand:  what are the two
sources you're comparing, and what do they have in common that you're going to compare?

Comment 5

WW: wrong word....



Comment 6

what "challenges" and "solutions" are you talking about.  Education is about "learning," not any of this
stuff.  That's why you need to focus on "learning" and specifically the "learning" these two selections
are about.  They're *about* how two men educate themselves to use language better to
*communicate* with people.  *That's* what your paper is about, so it's what you need to discuss
here--not challenges and "amicable solutions," whatever those are.  Your sources are not *about*
"amicable solutions"; they're about self-education in literacy.  So get to your subject, and omit all this
irrelevant stuff.

Comment 7

WW:  wrong word.

Comment 8

omit the flights of fancy, please.

Comment 9

Which one?  "This" one?

Comment 10

Please read item d. (the last sentence especially) and item a. in the instructions for what it asks you
not to do:  read the second line of a., the words in quotes.  That's what you're doing here.  Tell us
what the *specific* comparisons you're going to make--for example, by telling us what you *mean* by
"mentor figures" (are you going to discuss how each *is* a mentor figure or *has* one, and what's the
phrase mean?) or by "self-teaching methods" (and how these are different from the self-teaching
method you started with, imitation of written sources).

Comment 11

Why tell us what the points of contact "based on" these things?  Tell us what the points of contact
between the two sources *are*, not what they're based on? 

Comment 12

We *know* the sources are about "self-teaching" and its methods.  Your job is to tell us what they
*are*--what "methods" are you talking about?  You'd need to *name* them (or it) here--if you can't
say what these "methods" are, you shouldn't be telling us about them.  Do you not realize that
"imitation" is *one* of these "methods"?  Why are you *separating* it from whatever other methods
you have in mind, and why are you not recognizing that a "technique" is the same thing as a
"method" of self-teaching?  

Comment 13

Excellent 



Strikethrough.

Comment 15

Please see the models in Essay 1 and ever since.  We're 4 weeks into the course, and you still
haven't mastered the mechanics that were prerequisites. . . 

Comment 16

HIs "faults"?  Maybe you should tell us which ones.  This sounds like he's overcoming a drinking
problem or some other sin he's resolving not to commit ever again.

Comment 17

just comma

Comment 18

You're really not understanding your source or who wrote it or who's *talking* in it, Nancy--and that's
a pretty big problem.  Just as the pronoun "I" in the Franklin except is *Franklin*, the "I" in this source
is Malcolm X.  He's talking about himself because that's what an autobiography is--a person telling
his own story.  Alex Haley is not "suggesting" anything here.  Malcolm X is.  And you've just
succeeded in confusing *your* reader hopelessly.

Comment 19

?

Strikethrough.

Comment 21

section?  You mean he started with the A's in the dictionary--he went from the beginning of the book
and went to the end?

Comment 22

"is surprised"?
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Comment 23

I have no understanding of why this is a "consequence" of his copying millions of words.  How does
his copying millions of words explain that he's "surprised" that he's able to write and understand
them?  It doesn't explain his surprise.  It does the opposite: it explains *how* he's able to write and
understand them, just the opposite of being surprised.  



Comment 24

And your point is what?  You're telling us he does this why?  Explain?

Comment 25

Huh?  What about them?

Comment 26

What "insight" do you think they gained?  What you've said and quoted from the sources doesn't say
a *word* about "insight," so how are you able to draw this conclusion?  The sources both discuss
how they gained specific, practical skills with words (vocabulary, eloquence, etc), not "insight."  

Strikethrough.

Comment 28

What is this, and why are you discussing it here?  Your paragraph topic is "written imitation," not
"learning engagement," which is an entirely different idea, an entirely different paragraph topic.  Why
are you changing the paragraph topic halfway through?  You know that a paragraph has one topic,
right?  Not two or more?

Comment 29

Who contrasts them?  Do you mean this process is "different"?  That would make sense because
"different" means something different from "is contrasted," which isn't what you're trying to say . . . 

Comment 30

Huh?  As above, there's no "insight" in the source.  He's discussing a practical technique of
increasing his vocabulary and improving his prose style, which is what he's talking about throughout
this passage and is what he says is the *purpose* of the written imitations he's doing.  Only you don't
seem aware of that and instead are talking about some "insight" or some kind of inspiration that he
doesn't say anything about.  In other words, so far you're misreading your source pretty badly.

Comment 31

huh?

Comment 32

A colon works like a period.  Why would you put a period in the middle of a sentence, especially
between the parts of a noun--the tradesman (which is only confusing and should be omitted) *is* Mr.
Matthew, so this is like saying "My name is Nancy. Figueroa. . ."  - you need to lose the colon . . .

Comment 33

you need "and" before this word or the sentence won't make any sense, which it doesn't do anyway.



you need "and" before this word or the sentence won't make any sense, which it doesn't do anyway.
. .

Comment 34

What's borrowing books or liking poetry got to do with your paragraph topic, your "point of contact"
about imitating written sources?  Your paragraph's careening all over the place.  It needs to be about
*one* thing, not a bunch of things, or your reader will never be able to follow your points--at this
point, I don't know what your point is . . .

Comment 35

what line?

Comment 36

to "fancy" it?

Comment 37

I don't know whose words these are, but they're not Benjamin Franklin's.  So why in the world are you
putting what I assume are *your* words into quotation marks and telling us Benjamin Franklin SAYS
THESE WORDS ON PAGE 453.  He doesn't say *any* of this, so your downright deception of your
reader at this point would make this not just a failing paper but one that makes openly fraudulent
statement.  I assume you're not doing this to be dishonest and you're doing it because you don't
understand what a quotation *is* or what quotation marks *mean*, but that's the most basic skill I was
testing for in Essay 1, and it's clear you're still failing the test.  (Presumably these are  *your* words,
but if so I have no idea what you're talking about or why you think his writing poetry could possibly
have something to do with "reaching a wider range of people" about "societal issues").

All I can do is what I've already done and urge you to reread the Essay 1 instructions again (items g.
and h.) and the Source Use handout.  And make an appointment with the Writing Center to have
them try to teach you what a quotation is and what quotation marks are used for, but since none of
this has "taken" in the first month of a 6-week course, any progress you make in learning what
quotations are will come too late to help you rewrite these essays to a CR, I'm afraid.

Comment 38

he "leaned on" the meanings of words?  how do you "lean on" a word, let alone its "meaning"?

Strikethrough.
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Comment 40

WW: wrong word.  You can't "acquire" something "devastatingly".  And I don't even have a guess
what you're trying to say.  You're clearly thinking about the fact that he's in prison, but "devastating"



wouldn't in any way describe what he says about his prison experience.  It *certainly* doesn't
describe his learning experience.

Comment 41

do you mean "are different"?  "contrasting" doesn't mean the same thing.

Comment 42

Omit

Comment 43

I've lost track of what your paragraph topic is.  I thought it was the "motivation" for their self-
education.  Now it seems to be the "conditions", which are a different topic altogether. 

Comment 44

This paragraph topic is probably stronger than the others, but it still needs a LOT of straightening
out.  Your paragraph is about two things:  mentor figures and peers or peer collaborators.  So you'd
need to start your paragraph by *telling* us that's the point of contact you're going to compare in this
paragraph, and you need to *define* what you mean by those things.  Unless you *define* your "point
of contact" at the start of each paragraph as the instructions asked you to do, we won't be able to
follow you.

Comment 45

The third what?  If you're going to number it, you'd need to name it:  "The third point of comparison I
want to make is . . . "

Comment 46

Autobiography?  The book has a name.  You should use it.

Comment 47

WW: wrong word. 

Comment 48

This is what the instructions called his peer or collaborator, not his "mentor."  His mentor would be his
father.  

Comment 49

again? 

Comment 50



WW:  this doesn't mean "full of errors."  Better look up the word and avoid using it until you
understand it better.

PAGE 4

Comment 51

he "got touched"?  - can't understand: are you trying to say "He was touched by"?  In English to say
you're "touched by" something means idiomatically that you're "emotionally moved" by it.  Can't
imagine how *that* could be what you're saying about "historical lessons," though.  What do you
mean by these?  

Comment 52

sp

Comment 53

Huh?

Comment 54

what "discipline"?

Comment 55

What "encounter"?  You haven't talked about an encounter.

Comment 56

Malcolm X is the primary writer.  You can tell that in two ways:  1) it's his autobiography, which as we
said in class means he wrote it; 2) the word "with" appears in your source before Haley's name,
which tells you that Malcolm X wrote the book "with" Haley's help.
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